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What is 
Biodiversity?

‘Biodiversity’ is the amount and 
variety of wildlife, which includes 
both species and habitats. 



Why is Biodiversity 
important?

The UK today is a human-dominated 
landscape. Most original habitats 
have gone, and natural ecosystems 
are fragmented. Woods, meadows, 
ponds and other places with lots of 
wild plants and animals are getting 
smaller, fewer, more polluted and 
more cut-off from each other. 



There are lots 
of options for 

increasing 
biodiversity

Biodiversity Toolkit



Initial ideas

Idea 1 – Reduced mowing: this is a low cost option that can set the 
basis for further improvements (e.g. wildflower enhancement)

Idea 2 – Reduced hedgerow cutting: this is a low cost option that 
can have significant benefit



Initial ideas

Idea 1 – Reduced mowing:

Other considerations:
• Other users – we will continue to mow 

games pitches in line with the requirement 
of the relevant sport

Idea 2 – Reduced hedgerow cutting:

Other considerations:
• Safety will be paramount – we will continue 

with the current hedgerow cutting cycle 
where road visibility and/or path 
accessibility are important

• Weather conditions are important – we will 
need to cut hedgerows in parks before the 
ground gets too wet, to avoid damaging the 
surfaces with machinery (i.e. the inside 
hedge of Hermitage Road Recreational Park)



Questions

1. Do you support Cold Ash Parish Council taking a ‘Biodiversity-friendly’ 
approach to managing the parishes assets?

2. Do you support a change to our mowing approach?

3. Do you support a change to our hedgerow cutting approach?

4. Would you like us to explore other options in the Biodiversity Toolkit?


